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A Note on the Sources 


The pages which have been 
filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
effort possible has been 
made to ensure legibility. 
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In lieu of transcripts, however, 
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items contained on these reels | 
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Notebook, N-90-01-04.2 


This notebook was begun during January 1890. Most of the entries are 
by Edison. There are also some entries by an unidentified assistant. The book 
contains lists of mines, mainly in North Carolina, but also in Georgia, the New 
England states, and the Great Lakes region. Among the ores noted are gold, 
copper, and iron. Also included are notes by Edison to surveyors Samuel G. 
Burn, Arthur C. Payne, and Charles J. Reed regarding mining regions in the 
northeastern United States. The front cover is labeled "#585." The inside 
front cover is inscribed "#585 T A Edison Jan 4. 90." The pages are 
unnumbered, and the book has been used in both directions. Approximately 
70 pages have been used. 
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[THIS BOOK WAS USED IN BOTH DIRECTIONS. 
THE FOLLOWING PAGES WERE FILMED FROM 
THE BACK END FORWARD.] 
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Notebook, N-90-01-04.3 


This notebook covers the period J. anuary-December 1890. All entries are 
by Edison. At the beginning of the book is a list of iron mines in New York, 
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. The book also contains drawings of the 
phonograph and the electric railway; notes regarding the technical and 
commercial development of the electric light, including notes on the 
contractual arrangement between the laboratory and the manufacturing 
company (possibly the Edison General Electric C .); lists and drawings for an 
ore milling operation; and an enumeration of salaries and other operating 
expenses at the West Orange laboratory. There are also hypotheses on 
conductivity and resistance and notes on filament experiments. The front 
cover is labeled "#581." The inside front cover is inscribed "#581 TA Edison 
Jan 4. 90." The pages are unnumbered, and the book has been used in both 
directions. Several pages have been removed from the middle of the book. 
Approximately 125 pages have been used. 
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[THIS BOOK WAS USED IN BOTH DIRECTIONS. 
THE FOLLOWING PAGES WERE FILMED FROM 
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Notebook, N-90-01-04.4 


This notebook covers the period January 1890-March 1891. All entries 
are by Edison. The book contains notes relating to numerous mines and 
methods of ore separation for iron, copper, gold, and nickel. Also included 
are drawings regarding phonographs, generators, and electrical distribution 
systems. Near the end of the book are cost calculations for the North 
American Phonograph Co. The front cover is labeled "#582." The inside 
front cover is inscribed "#582 T A Edison Jan 4. 90." The pages are 
unnumbered. Approximately 110 pages have been used. 
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Notebook, N-90-01-04.5 


This notebook covers the period January 1890-April 1893. All entries 
are by Edison. The book contains notes, drawings, and calculations relating 
to ore milling, including what appears to be a list for a patent caveat. There 
are also electric railway drawings and notes for a series of chemical 
experiments. The front cover is labeled "#583"; the number has been crossed 
out. The inside front cover is inscribed "#583 T A Edison Jan 4. 90." The 
book contains 182 numbered pages and has been used in both directions. Two . 
pages were removed before the book was paginated. 


Filming order: 1-147, 182-152. 


Blank pages not filmed: 2-3, 48-139, 148-151. 
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Notebook, N-90-01-04.6 


This notebook was begun in January 1890. All entries are by Edison. 
The book contains notes, drawings, and calculations relating to ore milling, 
including cost estimates based upon labor and energy requirements for 
separating iron, copper, and nickel ores from the Sudbury mining region. 
There are also notes regarding the testing of numerous chemical compounds 
for potential use in incandescent lamp filaments or phonograph cylinders. 
Edison’s notations indicate that he assigned many of these chemical tests to an 
experimenter named "Joe," possibly John Joseph Force. The front cover is 
labeled "584." The inside front cover is inscribed "584 T. A. Edison Jan 4. 90." 
The pages are unnumbered, and at least one page has been removed from the 
back of the book. Approximately 130 pages have been used. 
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Notebook, N-90-01-04.7 


This notebook covers the period January-May 1890. All entries are by 
Edison. The book contains extended theoretical notes about electricity and 
electromagnetism, including an entry in which Edison compares his own 
theories with those of James Clerk Maxwell. There are also notes and 
drawings relating to unidentified electrical equipment, ore milling and bricking 
machinery, electric traction, and electric lighting experiments for both 
incandescent and arc lamps. In addition, there is a list of chemical compounds 
to be tested. The front cover is labeled "#580." The inside front cover is 
inscribed "#580 T A Edison Jan 4. 90." The pages are unnumbered, and the 
book has been used in both directions. Approximately 160 pages have been 
used. 


























[THIS BOOK WAS USED IN BOTH DIRECTIONS. 
THE FOLLOWING PAGES WERE FILMED FROM 
THE BACK END FORWARD.] 
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Notebook, N-90-08-03 


This notebook covers the period July-August 1890. All entries are by 
Edison. The book contains notes, drawings, and calculations relating to ore 
milling and electric traction. Also included are draft caveats regarding the 
belting and separation processes for ore milling, as well as a caveat for an 
alternating meter. The pages are unnumbered, and the book has been used 
in both directions. Several pages have been removed from both the beginning 
and the end of the book. Approximately 140 pages have been used. 
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[THIS BOOK WAS USED IN BOTH DIRECTIONS. 
THE FOLLOWING PAGES WERE FILMED FROM 
THE BACK END FORWARD.] 
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Notebook, N-90-11-07.1 


This notebook covers the period November 1890-January 1892. All 
entries are by Edison. The book contains a list of chemical compounds, nos. 
1-28. There are also notes regarding carbonization tests for compounds; these 
entries are possibly related to Edison’s filament experiments. The front cover 
is labeled "Book #6007 [607?] Nov 7/90." The spine is labeled "115." The 
book contains 71 numbered pages. 


Blank pages not filmed: 36-43, 54-67, 70-71. 
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Notebook, N-90-11-07.2 


This notebook, which covers the period November 1890-September 1892, 
is a continuation of N-90-11-07.1. All entries are by Edison. At the beginning 
of the book are notes regarding some of the 289 compounds from the 
preceding book, tested as solvents for syrian asphalt. Also included are notes 
relating to carbonization tests and to squirted filament experiments, as well as 
drawings and calculations, probably pertaining to ore milling. The front cover 
is labeled "Book #6008 [608?] Nov 7/90." The pages are unnumbered. 
Approximately 100 pages have been used. 
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Notebook, N-91-09-03 


This notebook covers the period September-October 1891. All entries 
are by Edison. The book contains notes and drawings regarding the "blue 
bulb" phenomenon and the reduction of mercury vapor in incandescent lamps. 
There are also notes on various filament experiments, including entries, 
numbered 1-19, relating to the deposition of carbon and other compounds on 
the filaments. Edison’s notations indicate that he was often assisted by an 
experimenter named "Joe," possibly John Joseph Force. The spine is labeled 
"122." The book contains 187 numbered pages. 


Blank pages not filmed: 178-185. 
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Notebook, N-91-10-14 


This notebook, which covers the period October 1891-October 1894, is 
a continuation of N-91-09-03. The book contains notes and drawings by 
Edison regarding filament deposit experiments, nos. 20-35. There are also 
notes concerning related experiments, including tests of basic pH solutions for 
treating filaments. At the end of the book are two loose pages of notes by an 
unidentified experimenter. The spine is labeled "124." The book contains 197 
numbered pages. Two loose pages have been inserted into the book. 


Blank pages not filmed: 30-31, 66-67, 118-193. 
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Notebook, N-92-02-22 


This notebook was begun during February 1892. All entries are by 
Edison. The book contains notes and drawings relating to various electrical 
experiments. Included are entries regarding the conductivity of iron, 
magnetism, Foucault currents, telephone transmission, and the optical behavior 
of iron subjected to alternating current. There are also theoretical notes about 
the properties of aluminum, along with drawings, notes, and calculations 
pertaining to ore milling. Among the latter are several pages of cost analyses, 
probably based upon operations at the New Jersey and Pennsylvania 
Concentrating Works plant at Edison, N. J. in September 1892. The pages are 
unnumbered, and the book has been used in both directions. Several pages 
have been removed from the book. Approximately 110 pages have been used. 
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[THIS BOOK WAS USED IN BOTH DIRECT TONS. 
THE FOLLOWING PAGES WERE FILMED FROM 
THE BACK END FORWARD.] 
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Notebook, N-92-03-30 


This notebook covers the period March-May 1892. At the beginning of 
the book are entries by Edison and Arthur E. Kennelly regarding various 
electrical experiments, along with theoretical notes relating to dynamos, 
dielectrics, electric lighting, and magnetism. The remainder of the book 
contains notes, drawings, and calculations by Kennelly and by unidentified 
Galvanometer Room experimenters pertaining to differential dynamometers, 
transformers, batteries, and a 3-wire electrical distribution system. 
Transcriptions of the Galvanometer Room records can be found in Arthur E. 
Kennelly Notebook #6. The spine is labeled "135." The book contains 197 
numbered pages. 


Only the Edison material has been filmed. 
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Notebook, N-92-04-16 


The one dated entry in this notebook is from April 1892. All entries are 
by Edison. The book contains extended theoretical notes relating to gravity 
and other astronomical forces, the nature and structure of the solar system, 
and the transmission of light waves and electrical energy. Also included are 
notes, drawings, and calculations regarding electrical experiments. The pages 
are unnumbered, and several pages have been removed from the book. 
Approximately 30 pages have been used. Four loose pages have been inserted 
into the book. 
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Notebook, N-94-12-11 


The one dated entry in this notebook is from December 1894. The first 
page bears the inscription: "Mr. J. Coote Edisons Laboratory Orange, N.J. 
Dec 11th 94." All remaining entries are by Edison and pertain to squirted 
filament experiments, with notations for boxes numbered 1-20 and brass boxes 
numbered 1-8. Near the end of the book is a page entitled "Index," which has 
no apparent relation to the preceding entries. The front cover is labeled 
"Various Experiments By Mr J Coote." The pages are unnumbered, and 
several pages have been removed from the book. Approximately 35 pages 
have been used. Two loose pages of calculations have been inserted into the 
book. 
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Notebook, N-95-01-24 


This notebook contains dated entries from January 1895. All entries are 
by Edison. At the beginning of the book are notes and drawings regarding the 
phonograph, including notes and hypotheses relating to phonograph 
diaphragms and sound reproduction. There are also notes, drawings, and cost 
calculations pertaining to ore milling. The pages are unnumbered, and the 
book has been used in both directions. Several pages have been removed from 
the book. Approximately 130 pages have been used. 
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